
Context

Approximately 45% of the Greek population live in greater Athens, 
putting intense pressure on urban infrastructure and transportation.

Athens is a car-dependent city, and there is limited access in the  
central district for bicycles and people with disabilities.

Illegal parking and other public space violations are common in  
the central district and contribute to congestion.

Findings

Athens is a major global tourist destination and has the potential  
to become an economic engine for Greece.

A sustainable mobility strategy is a key part of the mayor’s plan to 
revitalise the economy and improve the quality of life for Athenians.

Reliance on automobiles can be reduced through new polices and 
long-term investments.

Better use of technology and coordination between municipal, regional 
and national governments would improve the transportation network.

Improving access to and mobility within the historical and commercial 
centre would support economic growth.

Vision

Athens is culturally rich and a top tourist destination. Regeneration could start in the historical and commercial centre of the city  
and spread out over time. By encouraging people to change their daily travel habits and engaging citizens through collaborative  

initiatives, the quality of life for Athenians will be improved in one of the most historical and fascinating cities in the world.

© Copyright IBM Corporation 2016. June 2016. IBM, the IBM logo and ibm.com are trademarks of IBM, registered in many jurisdictions worldwide. Other product  
and service names may be trademarks of IBM or other companies. A current list of IBM trademarks is available on the Web at www.ibm.com/legal/copytrade.shtml.

Athens, Greece
The challenge: Improve the quality of life in the historical and commercial  
city centre by reducing traffic congestion and reclaiming public spaces.

Executive summary

www.smartercitieschallenge.org

Summary of recommendations

Reduced reliance  
on cars and improved  

pedestrian streets

Develop a  
comprehensive multi-
modal transportation 

strategy

Controlled traffic flow and 
integrated transportation 

operations

Deploy intelligent  
transportation  

technology

Reduced illegal parking and  
increased compliance  

with regulations

Strengthen regulation 
enforcement in the  

city centre

A data-driven city with 
engaged citizens, public 
businesses and private 

enterprises

Cultivate public and  
private information  

sharing

Widespread support  
for City initiatives

Engage Athenians on 
the transportation vision 

through multimedia

Coordinated  
management of multiple 
transportation options

Set the foundation  
for a Metropolitan 

Transportation  
Authority
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